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Summary: The apprehension and detention of American P
prisoners of war (POWs) in North Vietnam (NVN) ‘are the rgs’ppl

sibility of the Armed Public Security Forces. There are “}f-
5 specific procedures relating to the handling of American 2
4 POWs captured in NVN and to their subsequent exploitation for 4
3 tactical and strategic information. American POWs were .3
? { Approvgd far,Release 3 %
‘ Date ’ - :
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considered generally cooperative and much important ipfor~:ilﬂ‘<¢,
mation of tactical value was obtained from them. TIn not = . 5%?
publicizing the identities of the Amerigan POWs, NVN retained g/
a free hand for the continued exploitation of the POWs. Some
American POWs reportedly were to be retained in NYN, just as -

some French POWs had been retained after the armistice in

1954, End Summary,

. 1. The Armed Public Security Forces (APSF) (Luc Luong
7 Cong. An Vo Trang) was the principal Democratic Republic of

" VieTnam TORV) agency responsible for the arrest and appre-

hension of American POWS in NYN. It was also respomsible
for '

1e
Tesponsibility for their interrogatipn.“_mﬂ

etention of the American POWs_and had some . . .. _

‘2. According to DRV policy, Amgriéqn POWs were to be o 4
liumanely treated during and after apprehension, but all

V/appropriate measures were to be {aken to preclude escape;

”~

E

American POWs were disrobed immediately, because some American
pilots, using radio equipment concealed in their uniforms,

had been able to summon help from other U,S. aircraft. This
policy was adhered to by the militia, APSF, and memkers of the
Ministry of National Defense (MND) but often not by the people,
who harbored animsii“y toward American flyers.

had heard of numerous cases in which American pilots .

had been beaten by the people in Thaph Hoa and MNghe An Prov- -
inces, Wben apprehended by villagers, a captured pilot was =~ o
taken: to the Tearest village authority, who notified the dis-

trict authorities, who had transportation facilities and {;y
transported the POY_fo the province level, where he was turned g@
" over to:the APSF,. the Public Security £/
Services on the province level ¢id néT Decome involved in the
handling of American POWs in NVN now were they given access to _

the POVWs. . ; : ;

3. In June 1966§t;ﬂ;lsnw an American pilot captured in
Ninh Binh (now Nam Ha rOvViuce while he was euvoute from Nam

Dinh ‘to Ninh Binh. The piloy's aircraft was downed ‘while
attempting to bomb a bridge ¢on Route 10 located near Voi

Mountain. Two members of th¢ APSF appeared on the scene in a

Jeep within less than five minutes, apprehended and disrobed

the pilot; who offered no registance, and immediately drove off
with him. The pilot, who.was later identified in a newspaper .
article as a captain, was about 1.70 meters tall. .(Field Comment::

"Mubh'of"fhe"informatién'in'thig;ggggéréﬁﬁ and in paragraph five
.was given preliminary dissemination] '

4. In about December 1966 (or February 1967){:;N:]saw an
American F-4 aireraft; which had been shot down near Nam Ha >
City, Nam Ha Province, He did uot see the pilot, who had e
bailed out and landed about 200 meters from shore and was. appre- g&
hended by two members of an Air Defense unit who swam after g?
him, Although the pilot had surrendered his weapon while

swimming toward shore; a U,S. helicopter appeared on the ‘scenel’

and rescued the pilot, The body of the co~pilot wag found
washed ashore the following day.

Ithe Air Defense unitr
involved received a scvere reprimand, and other Air Defense
units were alerted to U.S. methods of rescuing downed pilots.

5. In February or March 1967, while in'Hanoi,i !
re

wvitnessed a bombing attack by U.S. aircraft on the Loung B __mmzp .
"' Bridge. who was then near the Gia Lam Ai:jield”by_ﬁge;awsﬁi

Gia Lam Railroad Factory, saw one aircraft downed angd one ’ @i

U.S8., pilot captured by the APSF. The pilot, who was big and

about 1.80 meters tall, was surrounded by several APSF jeeps S

. . ) 4
3
4 . 2
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~-almost. at the point of ‘his descent.! llater heard that the
pilot was a major. Since this event ocTurred af@er the North
Viétnamesi:%advceased to publicize the apprehension of U,S.
risoners Jsaw nothing on this POW_in the newspapers.
: ’ ' ' stated that he had

seen a photqgraph-oflth?'pilct ihmﬁﬁHﬁn91"ﬁ§W§?§ﬁé?.)

6, In late 1966, while near the Hoan Kiem lakeJ;: ;:1saw
an American pilot, reportedly a colonel, being marched through
the streets of Hanoi on Dinh Tien Hoang Street. The purpose of
this was to stir up hatred of the North Vietnameése people
against the Americans. _ .

I O
oliciss §EFLLE

pYisoners in NYN apparently were similarly applied in SYN.""In
BAFIY 1970, Vi Hong H .a and Nguyén Hish i e n, assistant com-
mander and political officer, respectively, of Viet Cong (VC)
Battalion 810, which was subordinate to the Tuyen Duc Province
(Military) Unit, told members of the battalion that any VC unit
which captured an American’ _ would be rewarded. The size

of reward would be dependent on the grade and importance of
‘the captured American POW, On 21 May 1970, Company. 2 of Bat-—
talion 810, while attacking a U.S, convoy on Route 20 ‘near

T

Dinh An Hamlet, Duc Trong District, duyen buc PFev— "
“ince, captured an American,  Company 2 -had opened fire on fhe
TIaS% vehicle of a convoy, a jeep, after the remainder of the

convoy _had nassed. One of the occupants of the jeep, insteaq_
of taking shelter as The olhers had domng, remained in tHE Opeh

and_ stayed near the jeop. The Company 2 commander approached
the Jjeep and motioned to the American to come to him. The
unarmed American reportedly did not resist. (Field Comment:

The date, location and circumstances of the reported capture

are the same as those of carried as-captured

by the Joint Prisoner Récovery Center, E::' ;:]who
were nearby with other members of Battalion 810 on a food sup-—-
ply mission, accompanied the American prisoner to a Montagnard

hamlet, Nam Pan, in Duc Trong District, whére both thé Surgical
Lroup and Company_ 1. of Battalion 810 were deployed.p™—
~{the American was considered a "surrenderer," rather

than a POW, because of his failure to resist. Company 1 6T~
Battalion 810 guarded the American until Instructions from ‘
higher headquarters were received, According to the commander
of Battalion 810, this was the first time that the VC had L
captured an American in Tuyen Duc Province. o

8. Because of her knowledge (limited) of English t:;
a’nurse assigned to the Surgical Grou
o was asked to assist the Company 1 com-—
mander in debriefing e American, She spoke to him on

"'\;;\@‘5‘,' L

7
, @
22 and 23 May 1970 and remembers the following: The initial §%;
«

of his first name was "K." He was single, white, born_about.
1951, Had arrived in SN in 1969 and had served thera more

than one year. Prior to entering the service he had been a
university student, He came from Chicago, I11inois,. was. of .
Latholic faith and had two sisters who were students. The ‘
PrIEoneY ST FAther Was A TATHET and His WotheT & housewife,

He was 1,80 meters tall and qUite siendsr. e ¢laimed 16 have
been a driver assigned to an engineering unit in Duc Trong Dis=
an_infantry unit, = The

Trict after having earlie¥ served
prisoner wa i

..... P

insignia whil

til1 ih the jeep, While Battalion 810 initially

~thought he was an enlistod man, InfSrmatidn was Iafer received.
from VC agents and members of the infrastrudéture -in {he
.area of the capture that the American was actually a captain.
VATi6UE " Cadrées of Battalion 810 came to S66 Fhe American, i?
Sy
—_— @%

a
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throughout the period of his three-day stay with Company, 1. ‘€§>
The American denied knowing anything,about U.S. aircraft or : gp_
the deployment of tanks in the Dalat area. ' .
snowledge of English is elementary, andggi

she had problems in communicating wi the ‘American
because he spoke too fast., Sho obtained some answers from him
in writing after posing guestions to him, at times also in
writing.) The American was treated well, was permitted to
share the company commander's bunkér at uight, and was permit—
‘ted to use the commander's radio to listen to American broad-—

casts.[— __lalso treated a wo  Left leg (a super-
ficial skin injury)..,Afth;thr‘ the-American.was..eva . .
ced to the Enemy Proselyting Scctiion of Tuyen Duc Province. D

\later heard that the imerican POW had been inter-
Togated by members of the Enemy Proselyting and Security

was uséd to guard the American and to establish perimetexr
defense. No one Wwas permitted to see him except senior cadres :
of Battalion 810 and of the VC Tuyen Duc Province Unit. K

9. American POWs were counsidered important sources of i
tactical information by the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) Air Y

Force (AF).[_ o

¢e¢ !‘”,:

. . Y., i

American pilots had 7 .

provided information on flight techniques, maneuvers, opera- i

tional capabilities and other information on U.S. aircraft, .

which had aided the NVA AF Air Defense units in devising suc-—
cessful counter-measures against attacks, Aiso,

American piiots had provided information on the
tactical organization: and flight formations of U.S. attacks
which permitted the Air Defeuse to concentrate their attacks
upon the flight commander's aircraft, ' .

1l

10.‘ ;

most-American POWs were cooperative or were s

ultimately persuaded to become cooperative because of the good T,

treatment they received, which even included the serving of : ﬁ%ﬂ

whole chicken, in lieu of turkey, on certain American holidays. :

In spite of this cooperation, the information from the ... . ...
“American POWs could not alWways be accepted as Teliable. ::]

had not heard that violence was used against American POVs,
though it had been used earlier against French POWs.

11. Aftér mid-1966, NVN decided not to publicize the
names, ranks  or other information on captured American POWs.

"
this decision was related to NVN exploitation of these >

prisoners for information _and to ‘their exploitation by other 1?.
Communist Bloc countries.

the American prisoners by name would place NVN in an untenable -
position, in that it would then have to deal with U.S. demands i
for the return of each prisoner of war who had been identified. °
. By not identifying them, NVN would avoid having to account for .
those who had died or those whom NVN did not wish to return to
the U.S., as had occurred with some French POWs after the 1954 f
Armistice (see below). Also, by keeping secret the identities S0
of the American POWs, NVN prevented the U.S. from ascertaining
precisely what information may have been compromised by each s M
POW, thus precluding the Americans from negating the counter-— :
measures which NVN had devised against U.S, aircraft.

“NAG
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12. did not know any locations where American
prisoners were detained in NVN. . :

13.1

after the 54 Armistice, an unknown number of French POQ;:l
who were highly knowledgeable on technical or ST
scientific matters had not been returned to France. "These -
French POWs, who were subsequently considered "international

_residents" of NVN and who were permitted to marry North Viet-
namese girls, were kept in restricted camps in former Son Tayp
Province (mow Ha Dong) and were provided all the necessary '6%7
facilities for production activitieg related to their technical Gy

- knowledge.! American ROWs_ . .. .
-~  wywere considéred of much greater val han the fp¥mey French

prisoners whop NVN had decided not fto return to France.

14, Field Dissem: State USMACV 7th Air Force NAVEORV
CINCPAC PACFLT PACAT ARPAC )
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